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The SAT Writing and Language section consists of questions that test your knowledge of grammar and writing style. By studying grammar rules that are tested for SAT writing, you can prepare yourself to do exceptionally well in the writing section, and you can one step closer to getting your
goal score. In this article, I will explain the most important SAT grammar rules and provide related examples of official criteria. How to use this guide in the SAT Writing and Language section will test you for many grammatical rules. Based on the content of the practice tests published by the
College Board, many of these grammatical rules are likely to be tested for each SAT. In this guide, I will provide explanations and examples of grammar rules that are most frequently tested on the SAT. In addition to grammar questions, there are also writing style issues that form an
important part of the SAT writing and language section. You have to prepare for these questions, too. Information in this guide is very useful for you, especially if you are trying to get an average score, starting with your SAT Writing learning, or you're reviewing the most important SAT
grammar rules. If your goal score is over 700 writing and reading, you should also thoroughly examine the rules, which are only rarely tested by the SAT. Since this new version of SAT writing is very similar to ACT English, I'm linking every rule to our respective ACT English article, which
provides more explanations for the rule, real test examples and related rules to help you do well in the SAT writing section. Grammar rules you need to know about SAT writing Here are 12 SAT grammar rules that need to be learned and understood before test day. #1: Select the correct
word based on the context of the word selection questions in a given sentence. Underline the word, and based on context, you must select the best word to complete the sentence. These questions can be difficult because they require knowledge of vocabulary. There are two types of word
selection questions: Type #1: Homophones Homophones are words that sound the same, but have different meanings. Here are some examples of homophones that have appeared in the practice of SATs: price / fair, quote / sight / site, then/ if, there/them/ they, and this/ it is. You should
know what all these words mean and how it's used. SAT Example A sentence compares a cafeteria to a fair. From context, the right word is fair, which means an exhibition, usually with food and entertainment. The word price has several meanings, but it often refers to the money you pay
for transport, such as a bus ticket. It is clear that the price of a word does not make sense in this context, so you can immediately eliminate the answer option C. Next we need to determine whether we should use it then or if. You use the word as to make comparisons and then refer to time.
Because the sentence compares the cafeteria to the fair, the correct answer is B. Type #2: Related words Another type of word selection error includes synonyms or related words. Underline the word, and the answer options are related to words. However, given the context of the sentence,
only one word is correct. Lato example Of these types of questions, I like to quickly go through each option to see which one is the most sensible given the context. Based on the context of this sentence, we are looking for a word that indicates that officials gave permission to create cat
paintings. The word forced sounds too strong in this context and generally does not license the painting to be made. The word specified, which means ordering or command, also seems too harsh, given the context. The word ordered can mean hiring an artist to create a job. It's the only
word commonly used with a work of art, and it's the most appropriate word for that sentence. The correct answer is B. It is difficult to prepare for these questions because you do not know the specific words that appear in the SAT. However, I recommend using the word choice issues
practice sats to help you learn. Also, try to identify subtle differences in the meanings of words in response options to help choose the best word to complete the sentence. #2: Use the least words possible Usually the shortest grammatically correct answer option that expresses the same
information as the original sentence is the correct answer. Shorter sentences are more concise and easier to understand. Words or phrases may be added to the sentence unnecessarily in the SAT. Here's an example of a sentence aggregation error: Every year, Jane runs the Los Angeles
Marathon for a year. In this sentence, the word means every year that he runs a marathon every year. Because the sentence begins with words every year, the word is not necessary every year. It does not add new information to the sentence and should be removed. Here's another
example of a verbal sentence: George is a person who is angry in nature. This is a corrected version of the sentence: George is an angry person. The corrected sentence transmits the same information as the original, but in a much more concise way. Justin Jackson/Flickr SAT Example
Answer options A, B and C are redundant. The phrase and other countries already mean that there are other items on the list. The correct answer is D. #3: it can be difficult to use the idiom questions of the correct idiomatic expression because they do not meet specific rules. To answer
these questions correctly, you must rely on your knowledge of specific phrases and standard English language conventions. Most idiom questions about the SAT, you will be asked to determine which pre-set sentence. Check out this sample sentence for pre-planning an idiom error: Wrong:
After getting suspended, Herbert decided to focus on improving his behavior. After getting suspended, Herbert decided to focus on improving his behavior. There are no rules to identify this error, but the correct expression is focus. SAT Example The correct expression is a tool, and the
answer is B. Study the idiom questions of practice sats and check out my article on SAT idioms to prepare yourself. Enokson/Flickr #4: Keep verb time forms consistent with the general rule of verb consistency is that verbs should remain consistent or form throughout the sentence. Here's
an example of a consistency flaw: Last week Frank rented a car and drives to Las Vegas. Verb hard drives should be tense in the past. Not only should drives be in line with the past of tight rentals, but also the phrase last week shows that this was something that happened in the past. This
is a corrected version of the sentence: Last week Frank rented a car and drove to Las Vegas. Also sat, verb eras surrounding sentences can provide context cues with the correct tension used in a given sentence to maintain consistency. Here's another example of a consistency flaw:
Trenton lives in a rural area. He enjoyed peace and quiet. The transition from the present to the past of life enjoyed is not in context. Here's a corrected version of the sentence: Trenton lives in the countryside. He enjoys peace and quiet. SAT example This sentence shows verbs are and
serves that a underlined verb should be present. Answer options B and D are not tense verbs. The answer to option A is wrong because it is redundant. The correct answer is C. #5: Surround non-restrictive clauses and Appositives commas in SAT tests with multiple comma rules, and these
are the two that you need to know. Relative clauses: restrictive vs. non-restrictive relative clauses are dependent clauses that describe a noun and start with a relative pronoun or ad for adjectives such as who, what or where. The basic rule is that restrictive clauses should not be
surrounded by commas and non-restrictive clauses should be. What is a restrictive clause? Restrictive clauses are required for the meaning of the penalty. You cannot withdraw a clause that restricts a sentence without changing the meaning of the sentence. Here's an example: students
who read regularly are ready for the SAT. If you remove a clause that reads regularly, the meaning of the sentence would change significantly. You'll have the Students ready for the SAT. Since the clause cannot be removed without changing the meaning of the sentence, this clause should
not be enclosed in commas. What is a non-limiting clause? A non-limiting clause is irrelevant within the meaning of the sentence. If you got rid of the clause, you'd have less information, but the overall meaning of the sentence would remain the same. Here is an example of a non-limiting
clause in a sentence underlined. Joe's who keep calling him are very protective. The clause who constantly calls him adds more information to Joe's parents, but if it were removed, the meaning of the sentence would be the same. There's less information about Joe's parents, but they'd still
be described as too protective. This is what the sentence looks like after removing the non-limiting clause: Joe's parents are very too protective. What is Appositive? Apposide is a descriptive phrase that does not contain a verb. Like a non-limiting clause, the appositive can be removed
without changing the meaning of the sentence. Here's an example of the appositive emphasized: Val, a Wisconsin native, loves fried cheese curd. When we get rid of the appositive, the sentence still has the same meaning: Val loves fried cheese curd. Fried cheese curds are quite delicious.
Kirk K/flickr SAT example This sentence is a central appositive, which adds more information about the mural. Since appositives must be surrounded by commas, should be a comma after the center. Right now, we know A and C are wrong. In answer option D, the dash can be used with a
comma, but the clause cannot be separated by a comma and a dash. There should be a dash after the mural response option D to be correct. The correct answer is B. #6: Commas Can't separate two complete thoughts from a comma glued to it when two independent clauses, or complete
thoughts, are separated by a comma and comma splices create a grammatical error known as a run-on sentence. An operating statement occurs when two or more independent clauses are not allocated with the correct punctuation mark. Here's an example of a comma glue: Ken likes
Selena Gomez, she's her favorite singer. Points before and after the comma are complete thoughts that can stand alone in sentences. There are some ways to improve comma glue. You can put together a comma: Ken likes Selena Gomez, and she's her favorite singer. You can also put a
relative pronoun after a comma: Ken likes Selena Gomez, who is her favorite singer. Finally, you can semicolon correctly separate two complete thoughts: Ken likes Selena Gomez; She's her favorite singer. Who doesn't like Selena Gomez? (Lunch box LP/Flickr) SAT example This is an
example of comma glue. A sentence up to your feet is a complete thought that could stand alone in a sentence, and the rest of the sentence begins they are also a complete thought. Both A and B are commas. The answer to option D is incorrect because the combination communication
needs to be merged characterized and is covered. The correct answer is C. Ready to go beyond just reading about the SAT? Then you love a free five-day trial of our SAT Complete Prep program. Designed and written by PrepScholar SAT experts, our SAT program adjusts your skill levels
to over 40 subskills so that you can focus on your learning what you highest score benefits. button below to try it! #7: Semicolons Separate Two Complete Thoughts Semicolons feature as periods; separate two independent clauses. You should be able to replace semicolons with periods.
On the SAT, you may find a randomly placed semicolon, or you need to replace the comma with a semicolon to set the comma to glue. Here are examples of sentences of semicolons correctly and wrongly: Wrong: Because Teresa wanted to please her family; He became a doctor. Right:
Teresa wanted to please her family; He became a doctor. The second sentence is correct because the clauses on both sides of the semicolon are independent and may be separate in sentences. The SAT example Clause before a semicolon is not a complete idea; therefore the semicolon
is used incorrectly. The answer to option C unnecessarily adds and, and the answer to option B is incorrect because it places the colon after a dependent clause. The correct answer is D. #8: The colon must come after an independent clause in the colons commonly used to introduce lists or
explanations. The main rule for colons is that they have to come after the full sentence. When you complete a sentence in which the colon is placed, the sentence should be reasonable and have complete meaning. Wrong: Meena enjoys several genres of music such as: alternative, rap,
heavy metal, and country. Right: Meena enjoys several genres of music: alternative, rap, heavy metal and country. The first sentence is incorrect because the part of the sentence that comes before the colon is not a complete idea. Sat example Because the clause before the colon is a
complete idea and it is to create a list, the colon is used correctly. Narrator colleagues are the types of people listed after the colon. Because colleagues are not part of the list, consoles cannot be replaced by a comma. You also cannot use a semicolon instead of a colon because after
punctuation there is no complete point. The right answer is for A. Colons to do more than just make up an important part of the happy face emoji. #9: Use the apostrophe correctly to form Possessives SAT tests to give you how to use the apostrophe correctly in the form of possessives.
Fortunately, the rules for forming possessives are quite simple. If the word is singular or plural, but does not end s, then you will add s after apostrophe to form admus. Here are some examples: I visit the men's room. My computer monitor is pretty messy. To create a more dingating plural
word that does not end s, simply add an apostrophe after s. Juan thinks his parents' rules are too strict. Also, use apostrophes only for possessives or contractions. Contractions are formed when you merge two words. Examples include this (it is), do not (not) and is not (not). Do not use
apostrophes to create plural pronunciation. SAT example Since the body is discussed in general, we should use singular in that sentence; the sentence refers to the biological clocks of the body. We can get rid of it right away because the organs are plural. It's not in its own right. Also, the
answer to option B is wrong because the bodies have a plural ity form. In addition, there should be no apostrophe after s are clocks. Do not use apostrophes to form plural nouns; use apostrophes only for possession and contractions. Similarly, the answer to option D is incorrect because
the apostrophe before s clocks; the correct answer is C. #10: Themes and verbs must accept themes, and verbs must agree, which means that you must use the singular form of the singular verb with a singular subject and the plural form of the verb with a plural theme. Here's an example:
wrong: high school students love to learn grammar rules. That's right: high school students love learning grammar rules. If the verb is present and the subject is in a third person (it/they), the verb usually ends in singular rather than plural. For example, in a sentence, the subject is students
that are plural; therefore, the verb should be plural. In the SAT, verb arrangement issues may be more complex, as there may be a phrase that separates the subject from the verb. Look at this example: Wrong: Committee members meet every Tuesday. That's right: The members of the
commission meet every Tuesday. The subject of punishment is members that are plural. Therefore, the verb should be plural. The foreword committee separates the subject from the verb. If the verb is underlined on the SAT, make sure that you identify the subject that corresponds to that
verb to ensure that the subject and verb are agreed. Also, remember that a topic can never be part of the fore phrases. SAT example To determine whether there is a subject verb contract error, we need to identify the topic that corresponds to the verb poses. What constitutes animals?
Works of art do. The comma-related phrase separates the subject from the verb. The theme is plural, because the works are plural and art is the fore phrase. Plural form portrayal is a depiction, and the correct answer is C. Answer options B and D are not plural verbs; the depiction is a
gerund that would create a fragment, and is depicted in a singular form of the present perfect tense. #11: Modifiers must be next to what they change the general rule regarding modifiers is that they must be next to what they change. The most common modifier error in the SAT is hanging
modifier. When a sentence begins with a changing phrase, the introductory phrase must be followed immediately by a comma, and then describes the word button. Here's an example of a hanging modifier: a determined writer, Jessica aims to get her first novel published this year. The way
in which the penalty is written It seems jessica's goal is a determined writer. There are a few ways to correct the sentence. You can put a noun that is changed immediately after the comma: determined by the writer, Jessica is aiming to get her first novel published this year. Or you can put
the subject to an introductory phrase: Since Jessica is a determined writer, her goal is to get her first novel published this year. SAT Example This sentence leaves the impression the visitor was dotted with pin-sized buttons. Logically, the sentence should indicate that the drawers were
slice-sized buttons. Similarly, the answer to options B and C is misplaced modifiers, which conclude that there were visitor dotted buttons. The correct answer is D. #12: Pronouns must agree with their predecessors in the number This rule means that the plural pronoun must refer to the
plural noun, and the singular pronoun must refer to the singular noun. Here's an example of a pronoun number agreement glitch: Kristin sold her car. The pronoun of them refers to Kristin's car. Since Kristin is one person and they are the pronoun of the plural, this sentence has a pronoun
contract error. This is a corrected version: Kristin sold her car. SAT example It's easy to make a careless mistake in this matter because you can see the singular pronoun in it and assume the underlined pronoun should be singular as well. But pronouns are different forerunners. The word it
refers to 1-MCP, which is singular, and these refers to apples that are plural. In the pronoun, he agrees with his predecessor and there are no mistakes. The answer option A is correct. The answer to option C is a singular pronoun, D is the contraction it is, and B is homofon the correct
answer, but it is the wrong word. Other SAT Writing Grammar Rules Although the rules I explained are most commonly tested for SAT writing, there are some other grammar rules that are tested. Here are links to other articles that explain the remaining grammatical rules you need to know
for the SAT. These are articles in ACT English, but again, because the two sections are so similar, you can prepare these articles: What's next? In addition to grammar questions about SAT writing, you need to know how to correctly answer style questions. Learn about add-on and delete
features, transitions, and macrologicals. Also, because ACT English and SAT writing are very similar, make sure to read this article, either take the ACT or SAT. Finally, as you prepare for the SAT, learn the pros and cons of various test prep methods. Want to improve your SAT score to 160
points? Check out our best-in-class online SAT prep program. We guarantee your money back if you don't improve your SAT score by 160 points or more. Our program is completely online, and it customizes what you learn from your strengths and weaknesses. If you liked this writing and
grammar lesson, you will love our program. With more detailed lessons, you can get thousands of problems organized by individual skills so that you will learn most effectively. We will also give you a step-by-step program to follow so that you will never be confused about what to learn next.
Check out our 5-day free trial: trial:
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